
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James P. “Sean” Viars; Peggy Hash; James Lloyd; 

Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan. 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                          

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Alison Pollard, Amy McBride, Brian Vaught   
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the February 23, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by 

a vote of six (6) for: Jonas, Viars, Yontz, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Alison Pollard was present on behalf of the students at Rural Retreat High School.  The After-

Prom committee comprised of mostly Junior student’s  parents usually raise funds and oversee 

the after-prom party.  The school and administration oversee and fund the prom itself.  In the 

past there has always been a fund set up at the school that is funded by the parents and students 

for the after-prom event.  Mrs. Pollard reported that there is approximately $4,000 in the account 

and the parent committee is unable to access the funds.  Town Manager Childers stated that he 

spoke with the high school Principal, Charles Debord about the issue, and that the funds cannot 

be accessed. Mrs. Pollard stated that the parent committee has decided to raise funds for the 

after-prom event themselves this year.  The tentative date for the prom will be May 1, 2021.    
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Mrs. Pollard stated that it is customary to leave the next class $1,000 to start with the next year.  

She added that the Principal has been very supportive of the students.  Vice-Mayor Yontz asked 

Mrs. Pollard if the funds that the town contributed last year were still in the account at the 

school. He added that if the contribution that was made by the town last year is still in the 

account, then the town should be able to request the funds be returned.  Treasurer Patton stated 

that the last check written for the after-prom contribution was on November 26, 2019, which was 

for the 2020 prom that was not held.  Councilmember Duncan asked if the funds have been 

requested in a School Board meeting.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he will make a call and 

make sure that the issue is addressed at the next meeting.  A motion was made by Vic-Mayor 

Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Hash to contribute $2,000 to the after-prom committee 

with the understanding that if the funds are not used that they be returned to the town and offer 

use of the community center or the town flat at no charge.  Mrs. Pollard stated that the committee 

has access to the decorations that were purchased for last years prom.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that he will attend the School Board meeting on Thursday and send his comments via 

email.    Mayor Litz stated that the School Board is a public organization, and they have 

guidelines to follow.  The motion passed by a vote of six for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Councilmember Hash announced that high school graduation is May 21st at 6 pm.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

None 
 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he spent about 8 hours on Parsonage Avenue last week.  He wrote 

3 tickets for speeding.  He stated that he will be present Friday at the first home football game. 

 

Mayor Litz stated that the town repaired potholes all over town.  He added that he appreciates the 

efforts of the maintenance crew.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Town Manager Childers stated that the town received a 

fifteen-month extension from Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) for 

the project. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he was contacted by the main 

act to see what the town’s intentions are for the festival in July.  He added that he recommends 

that the town hold the festival. He added that many outdoor concerts are being held around the 

region.   Councilmember Lloyd stated that he is beginning to get calls himself for festivals and 

events.  Chief Breedlove announced that Damascus, VA will hold their Trail Days festival in 

May, and the attendance is usually 8,000 to 10,000 people.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

he thinks we should allow 3 or 4 food vendors.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he thinks the craft 

vendors and the children’s events should not be included.  Vice-Mayor Yontz asked if the 

extension of the stage will be complete by July.  Town Manager Childers stated that the stage 

will be complete by festival time.   
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ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Town Manager Childes stated that he and Chief Breedlove had a 

discussion with the property owner.  Chief Breedlove assisted the owner hauling off some of the 

items that were trash.  He stated that she assured them that she will continue to work on this.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that the Boy Scouts need a community project to earn volunteer 

hours.  Chief Breedlove stated that he will approach her with the offer.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that the weather is not the best right now, and maybe she should be given her thirty days to 

fix the problem.  Councilmember Viars stated that he understands compassion but the town has 

already given her many opportunities to clean the property.  He added that she has been given the 

resources to assist her with the issue.  Chief Breedlove stated that he spoke with the 

Commonwealth Attorney about the problem, and he stated that the way the town ordinance is 

written that the town will not win in court. He added that there is a fine that can be charged 

according to the ordinance.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he contacted Pastor Vanover 

who has assisted with the event in the past.  He stated that last year the message was put out via 

Facebook.  Vice-Mayor Yontz suggests that each of the area Pastors hold prayer at their Church 

outside on the steps or on the lawn and everyone pray as a town.  The National Day of Prayer is 

the 1st Thursday in May each year.  

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that the Junior Appalachian Musicians (JAM) have a Wythe 

County student that will be performing on PBS.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that JAM has a lot 

of instruments to distribute to the kids.  Many of the instruments are too valuable to just give to 

the kids.  Town Manager Childers asked if the valuable instruments could possibly be auctioned 

off and other instruments be purchased for the kids.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that they do 

sell instruments to purchase others for the kids.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that they plan on 

holding a youth fiddlers convention in the fall to raise funds for JAM and give away a $3,000 

guitar.  He added that a good area to hold the event would be on the Dr. Pepper stage.  It will be 

a one-day event. Mayor Litz agreed that the stage would be the ideal place for the event. 

Treasurer Patton stated that the town has a line item in the budget in the amount of $2,000 for the 

JAM program. Councilmember Lloyd stated that he has recently written a letter for one of the 

JAM students that is attending ETSU to major in music.  This is the student that played fiddle at 

the Council meeting when the JAM students attended and performed. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

Rescue Squad has not had a meeting since his last report.   He added that the Rescue Squad will 

be selling one of their vehicles in the near future. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton stated that the budget committee will be 

meeting soon to go over the fiscal 2021-2022 budget.   

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS –Town Manager Childers asked if 

Council would like to hold the public hearings for the chicken ordinance, purchasing policy 

changes, and the historic district.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he would like to move forward 
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with these hearings.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will begin with the purchasing policy 

then move to the historic district and chicken ordinance.   

PUBLIC UTILITIES – None 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- I had a preconstruction meeting with VDOT, and it appears the work is ready to start as 

soon as some utilities are moved to the relocated poles within the project area.  

Hopefully, that will occur quickly. 

 

- Derek and I had a EOC (Emergency Operations Center) meeting today with Wythe 

County, The Town of Wytheville, and Darlene Lang (Head of Dispatch).  We are looking 

at getting 2 new dispatch positions and raising the salaries of the dispatchers in general.  

The way things are now, Wythe County dispatchers are way underpaid, and turnover is 

high. 

- The Lane Group has had camera crews and surveyors in the area for the last week or so 

doing field work for Phase 1 of the sewer rehab project.  This documentation will be 

submitted to DEQ for their review. 

- Mike Whalen and myself had a conference call with several individuals with DEQ and 

Mark Osborne (Lane Group) about our Notice of Violation at the sewer plant.  I will be 

writing a letter for their review concerning our missed samples because of an oversight 

on our permit.  They will respond in approximately 30 days with their recommendation. 

Town Manager Childers reported that he is working with the JIDA to open CARES Act funds to 

nonprofit organizations.  Specifically, the Rescue Squad, Booster Club and the American Legion.  

David Manley is currently working on an application for non-profit organizations. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz asked Town Manager Childers about running the cables for the Shentel 

installation.  Vice-Mayor Yontz asked how many access points were to be installed.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the Shentel representative suggested one access point for the 

building.  Vice-Mayor Yontz suggested that an access point be installed in Council chambers to 

make the connection better. Town Manager Childers stated that he will get the wiring installed. 

 

Chairman Brian Vaught with the Wythe County Board of Supervisors joined the meeting.    

Chairman Vaught thanked the town maintenance crew for an exceptional job with snow and ice 

removal.  Chairman Vaught reported that the County has received two of the pickups for the fire 

departments.  Chairman Vaught reported that the CARES Act funding for non-profit 

organizations has changed the rules.  He wants to make sure that the town does not fund the 

Rescue Squad for anything that the County has already funded.  Chairman Vaught stated that he 

has been a board member for four years and he intends on running again.  Chairman Vaught 

reported that the past two or three years the County has had a problem with the dispatchers being 

trained in Wythe County and then they move on to other places for employment.   Chairman 

Vaught added that the County plans on a pay increase for dispatchers.  Chairman Vaught 

reported that the county is moving forward with wireless internet for the County.  The County 
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will own the towers and lease them out to providers.  Adding broadband service will make 

internet available to eighty percent of the County.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for March 9, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


